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IV, REMARKS 

Status of the Claims 

Claims 1-3 and 5-10 are amended. New claims 11 -17 are 
added. Claims 1-17 are presented for further consideration* 

Summary of the Office Action 

Claims 1,3-5 and 7-10 stand rejected under 35USC102(e) on the 
basis of the cited reference, 3 rd Generation Partnership Project; 
Technical specification Group Terminals; Multimedia Messaging 
Service (mms) / Functional Description: Stage 2, <3G TS 123.140 
VERSION 1,0,0), referred to as 3GPP. Claim 6 stands rejected 
under 35USC103{a) based on the reference 3GPP in view of the 
cited reference Short, et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,130,892, The 
Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider his rejection in 
view of the above amendments and the following remarks. 

It is believed that the rejection of claims 2,5, and 6-10 under 
35TJSC112 are fully met by the amendments presented above. 

The Invention 

Applicant directs the Examiner's attention to the following 
excerpt from page 7, line 9-16 of the subject application: 

u The term notification message refers to at least two types 
of notification messages: 1) notification messages the MMSC 
has sent but the terminal has not received; 2) notification 
messages the MMSC has not even sent. The MMSC has 
information on the messages it has sent and received. The 
information can be maintained e.g. in a suitable database in 
the MMSC. 

Notification messages the MMSC has sent but the terminal has 
not received mean notification messages which have left the 
MMSC but which the terminal has not acknowledged . M 
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The claims of this application are supported by the above 
description and other portions of the specification. 

Claim 2 simply defines that the MMSC is requested to transmit 
notification message<s) for multimedia messages for which a 
notification message has been sent, but not received. 

The passage cited above describes the means by which the MMSC 
identifies notification messages actually received by the 
terminal. Such means are in the form of received 

acknowledgements sent by the terminal. If the MMSC received an 
acknowledgement from the terminal, then the notification message 
was received. The terminal does not need to know which of the 
notifications were missed. It just simply requests such 
notifications. When the MMSC receives the request, it will know 
which one(s) to send by reference to the received 
acknowledgements . 

Discussion of the Cited Reference 

The cited document 3GPP, submitted by the Applicant in an 
Information Disclosure Statement, is a very early draft and 
accordingly contains inconsistencies. Different parts of the 
document may not be indiscriminately combined. What it really 
teaches a skilled person is questionable. In any case, the 
standard document does not mention the basic problem to which the 
present invention provides a solution. The text of this 
application at page 1, line 33 to page 2, line 12 describes this 
problem according to the following: 

"In a normal situation the MMSC transmits a notification 
message to the terminal as soon as a multimedia message 
addressed to the terminal in question arrives. However, the 
MMSC may fail to transmit the notification message for 
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•Fail to receive it. For 
several reasons -^£5 'f f. it cannot receive 
e*ai«ple, if the te«*nal « ^ . tion , memory o£ the 

notification messages. ■«» • h t there is no roo» 

rJiiial can be temporarily so full tna ^ ^ er 

^ the notification a result of which the 

Z occur on the £ .ay to the terminal ; 

notification JftesBag l >1 ?t the notification message «rxves at 
It ^y ^^r^Tcannot interpret it due to an 
the terminal/ but we 

. _ the above-mentioned reasons, the te 

battery of the w™ 4 " „ 
message cannot be receded. 

a in the cited standard document. 
^ operation. The ooo^uent .ays = 

« t . ..trieve iatornation of 

messages." 

-V. paragraph discloses a query- However, 
It is admitted that this ******** is sent requesting only 

— 1 — ; r ;e C S^— «~ di ^ d . in 
notifications not yet recei ^ ^ notif ications being 

the standard document would ~ ^ would include the 

eent whether received or not. ■ * ^ ^xi*™ a11 

notifications not received, ^ ^ ^ ^ 

notifications, the ^ Mpp £ails to disclose a 

differentiate . The cited rete ^ ^ appUcation . 

defined query as stated in • ^ 6ta ndard 

, «-v,at the system presences 

Applicant submits that tne y 
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document ^* 



lacking 



> i.aaiv from the terminal 

based on anticipation. 

rh.t it provides for a first 
to action oiai. 1 i. criMri on so as to 

— ' r tTontTa J in response - -* "~ — 
limit information to n 

that only notification rceesagels) 
« ie possibie to defm - «-* * for vhich noCi£ ication 
concerns ne» usages (« - ^ ^ ^ ls in 
M3Sag ae has bean »issed> «» re£erenc8 3OT P. While 

co nt*ast to what Ha. bean J>~^ ^ ^ icatioM 
t ha present potion notified, tba 

whi ch are for so- — - ^ J ^ ^ications on tbe 

standard doeu»ent only »essa 9 e stored . This is 

^ eontent of the ^T^. *PP does not recede 
^.tandabie. --^^Ittention is focused, nameiy *» 
nrrint^ — U notifioations. . 

- — ° f WtiCiPati °° ticipatiM analysis retires 

K«»iner is reminded that the anti~P ^ ^ ^ ^ 

. positive -~ to the £ on e U of this aPP»cst*». if 
reference 3GPP «°uld infrmg 
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it were later. 



centre, a terminal, a 
A t> describe a message centre, 

'• »' 10 ' " .redact having component, thst 

sys tem, — a Pr 7, 5£l l d in claim X. «e« claim 1 i- 

dependent on claim ' c • claims 1S „>d 17 are 

claim 14 is dependent on da!* 

« • n c This means tnat an 
dependent on new claw »• differentiate the 

contain the above described features ^ Accordingly 

invention of this ^ pendent claims and to 

the above arguments apply equally to 

ne w claims 11-17. 

, • H ft n are directed to a method or 
M1 o£ the claim, of * « l "- t ^ w wit h respect to 
device capable o£ providing a defined gu rv 
^Itimedia message notifications. 

^rPP does not support tne ^ j 
region - respect to an y of the claims. 

The .e agents appiv - «. depends, claim.. 

«s»e of Obviousness e3tabli<!h e prims facie case 

It i. well settled that xn orde ^ Mfe rences when 

for obviousness, the prior ^ limitations. The 

combined) must teach or sugg« ^ conbination ^ the 

aching or suggest- to ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ prior 

— r r hi;::::: r«— - — - u ~ i ~ 

ar t, without reference w 
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a c ,riW deficiencies of the 

combination wico therefore support >F 

coined references do not ther fiction of the 

L obviousness *—* " X » = b «in the invention, as 

eacbin 9 s - « ~? - fnot nave been obvious to - 

scribed in the dl— «• 

billed in the art. 

•has not applied cne 
, -Wat the Examiner nas . is amended 

tt is noted that ince c i a itn 2 as 

- - -rr in — - ucant s *" its 

te OT srco»e oondition for .Uowanoe. 

olai" 2 apeo^rrcal y respe ct£ully submitted 

. ,U of th. foregoing reasons, i tioD are novel 

lit" of the — - >rr "^JT- - - -to 

a „a patentable over ^ reconsiderati- - 

allowance » P ^ ^ lnvl « d to 

iMue . ^ t ^ lnaicated b .low. 

attorney at 
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